
SALT Members Paint Benches for the Trace 

Slidell Art League Teens (SALT) help Leadership St. Tammany (formerly Leadership Slidell) with 

their project to place benches along the Tammany Trace.  Irma Cry and Dr. Joan Archer asked 

Slidell Art League member Mary Christopher, the facilitator of SALT to ask if the teens would 

help by painting some of the benches to be placed along the Trace.  Several members of the 

group took the challenge and painted a bench to be placed.   

Each using his or her artistic abilities, produced the following:  

 
 
 

Shown painting 
her bench 

is Bekki Bell 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Maudie Cusimano  
  

Took inspiration from 

Walter Anderson 

for her bench  
 

 



 
 

Haley Cutrer’s 
bench seems to 
root itself on the 
Trace and dance 
with enjoyment 

 
 

 

  

Christopher Trosclair, 
recently named 

SALT Artist of the Year, 
creates creatures 

native to Louisiana 

 

The Benches were actually built by volunteers with Northshore Disaster Recovery and the wood 
was purchased by the Trace foundation. 
 
Prisoners are going to install the benches Besides the benches, the group is working on having 
mile markers as well to help facilitate the extension of the Trace from where it currently ends 
near the Slidell/Carollo trailhead to Heritage Park.  
 
Leadership St. Tammany laid out a plan with the help of several other groups and it is now 
ultimately up to the Parish and City governments to make it work; and they are working on it. 

  

 


